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Mystery-
hamtylife. |

| Who Stole the
| Wizard of Oz? by
| Avi

P

Becky's furious! The Checkertown librarian has
accused her of stealing a rare children's book,
and she's determined to prove her innocence
by tracking down the real culprit. She and her
twin brother Toby discover that clues to the
mysterious missing books can be found in the
stories themselves.

20

39 Clues: The Maze
of Bones by Rick
Riordan

What would happen if you discovered that
your family was one of the most powerful in
human history? What if you were told that the
source of the family's power was hidden
around the world, in the form of 39 Clues?
What if you were given a choice, take a million
dollars and walk away, or get the first Clue? If
you're Amy and Dan Cahill, you take the Clue,
and begin a very dangerous race.

30

Afternoon of the
Elves by Janet
Taylor Lisle

Hillary doesn't believe all the mean things she
hears about Sara-Kate. If Sara-Kate's as bad as
everyone says, how could she take such good
care of the elf village in her backyard? She and
Hillary spend hours fixing the tiny stick houses
and the miniature Ferris wheel. But as Hillary is
drawn further into Sara-Kate's world, she
learns there are other mysteries besides the
elves.

Savvy by Ingrid Law

For generations, the Beaumont family has
harbored a magical secret. They each possess
a "savvy" — a special supernatural power that
strikes when they turn thirteen. Grandpa
Bomba moves mountains, her older brothers
create hurricanes and spark electricity and now
it's the eve of Mibs's big day. As if waiting
weren't hard enough, the family gets scary
news two days before Mibs's birthday: Poppa
has been in a terrible accident. Mibs develops
the singular mission to get to the hospital and
prove that her new power can save her dad. So
she sneaks onto a salesman's bus only to find
the bus heading in the opposite direction.
Suddenly Mibs finds herself on an
unforgettable odyssey that will force her to
make sense of growing up — and of other
people, who might also have a few secrets
hidden just beneath the skin.

20

Eight Keys by
Suzanne LeFleur

Elise has loved her life with Aunt Bessie and
Uncle Hugh so far, and she's always been best

20
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friends with her neighbor, Franklin. But when
Elise starts middle school, suddenly everything
goes wrong: more family moves into their
house, things with Franklin seem off, she can't
keep up in school, and her locker partner is a
nightmare.That's when Elise discovers a secret,
one that has been waiting for her since she
was a little girl. She's never given much
thought to the eight locked rooms above her
uncle's workshop in the barn; that is, not until
she finds a key with her name on it.

A Wrinkle in Time
by Madeleine
L'Engle

Everything is wrong in Meg Murray's life. In
school, she's been dropped down to the
lowest section of her grade. She's teased
about her five-year-old brother, Charles
Wallace, who everyone mistakenly thinks is
dumb. Not to mention that Meg wears braces
and glasses and has mouse-brown hair.

Much will be better in her miserable life when
her father gets back. But gets back from
where? Meg's physicist father had been
experimenting with the fifth dimension of time
travel when he mysteriously disappeared. One
dark and stormy night, the family is visited by
a disheveled heap of a woman named Mrs,
Whatsit. Eccentric and brilliant, she will turn
out to be the force who spurs on Meg, Charles
Wallace, and their new friend, Calvin O'Keefe,
to embark on a dangerous quest through
space to find their father. In doing so, they
must travel behind the shadow of an evil
power that is darkening the cosmos.

Before long, the trio discovers that Meg's and
Charles Wallace's father is being held prisoner
by evil forces on the planet of Camazotz, an
eerie place where complete conformity is
expected in exchange for personal freedom.
There they engage in the fight of their lives
against a giant disembodied brain named "It."
And soon, Charles Wallace must be rescued,
too.

20

Double Identity by
Margaret Peterson
Haddix

As Bethany approaches her thirteenth
birthday, her parents begin acting more oddly
than usual: Her mother cries constantly, and
her father barely lets Bethany out of his sight.
Then one morning he hustles the entire family
into the car, drives across several state lines,
and leaves Bethany with an aunt she never
knew existed. Bethany has no idea what's
going on. She's worried that her mom and dad
are running from some kind of trouble, but

20
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she can't find out because they won't tell her
where they are going.

Bethany's only clue is a few words she
overheard her father tell her aunt Myrlie: "She
doesn't know anything about Elizabeth." But
Aunt Myrlie won't tell Bethany who Elizabeth
is, and she won't explain why people in her
small town react to Bethany as if they've seen
a ghost. The mystery intensifies when Bethany
gets a package from her father containing four
different birth certificates from four states,
with four different last names, and thousands
of dollars in cash. And when a strange man
shows up asking questions, Bethany realizes
she's not the only one who's desperate to
unravel the secrets of her past.

If a Tree Falls at
Lunch Period by
Gennifer Choldenko

Two kids. Two lives.

For Kirsten the world is crumbling. Her parents
are barely speaking to one another and her
best friend has come under the spell of the
queen bee Brianna. Only Kirsten's younger
science-geek sister is on her side. For Walker
the goal is to survive the new very white
private school his mom has sent him to
because she thinks he's going to screw up like
his cousin. "Don't have to worry, Momma,
before I go bad I'll let you know, send a
Hallmark card ready made for the
occasion...on the eve your son messes up."

But Walk is a good kid. So is his new friend,
Matteo, though no one knows why Matteo will
do absolutely anything that hot blond Brianna
asks of him. Two worlds collide in one
compelling story. Then suddenly Kirsten
discovers something that shakes them to their
core...

20

Reatis-tic Fiction-
Survival :

| The Swiss Family

Robinson

| (INlustrated Classics)
| by Johann David
| Wyss

A terrible storm strands a Swiss pastor and his
family on a tropical island. Luckily, the
Robinsons are optimistic and inventive; with
what they salvage from the wrecked ship, and
the island's abundant fruits, plants, and
animals, they soon adapt, each day
discovering new dangers, skills, and delights in
their strange new life.

10

Little House in the
Big Woods by Laura
Ingalls Wilder

Laura Ingalls's story begins in 1871 in a little
log cabin on the edge of the Big Woods of
Wisconsin. Four-year-old Laura lives in the
little house with her Pa, her Ma, her sisters
Mary and Carrie, and their trusty dog, Jack.
Pioneer life is sometimes hard, since the family

23
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must grow or catch all their own food as they
get ready for the cold winter. But it is also
exciting as Laura and her folks celebrate
Christmas with homemade toys and treats, do
the spring planting, bring in the harvest, and
make their first trip into town. And every night
they are safe and warm in their little house,
with the happy sound of Pa's fiddle sending
Laura and her sisters off to sleep. And so
begins Laura Ingalls Wilder's beloved story of
a pioneer girl and her family. The nine Little
House books have been cherished by
generations of readers as both a unique
glimpse into America's frontier past and a
heartwarming, unforgettable story

Hatchet by Gary
Paulsen

Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way
to visit his father when the single engine plane
in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian
finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness
with nothing but his clothing, a tattered
windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother has
given him as a present — and the dreadful
secret that has been tearing him apart ever
since his parents' divorce. But now Brian has
no time for anger, self-pity, or despair — it will
take all his know-how and determination, and
more courage than he knew he possessed, to
survive.

22

My Side of the
Mountain by Jean
Craighead George

Fifteen-year-old Sam Gribley has decided to
run away from his crowded apartment home,
but unlike most kids who rarely get beyond
their block, Sam goes from New York City all
the way to the ruined farm of Great-
grandfather Gribley in the Catskill Mountains
of upstate New York. There are no buildings or
people on the old Gribley farm, so Sam sets up
residence by hollowing out the trunk of an
ancient Hemlock tree. He has brought only a
few tools of survival with him: a penknife, a
ball of cord, an ax, 40 dollars, and some flint
and steel to help him make fire. Using these
simple tools and his wits, Sam learns to live off
the land, and in the course of a year, discovers
just how much he values freedom,
independence, and adventure when faced with
the challenges of blizzards, loneliness and fear.

23

The True
Confessions of
Charlotte Doyle by
Avi

Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle is excited to
return home from her school in England to her
family in Rhode Island in the summer of 1832.
But when the two families she was supposed

25
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to travel with mysteriously cancel their trips,
Charlotte finds herself the lone passenger on a
long sea voyage with a cruel captain and a
mutinous crew.

Worse yet, soon after stepping aboard the
ship, she becomes enmeshed in a conflict
between them! What begins as an eagerly
anticipated ocean crossing turns into a
harrowing journey, where Charlotte gains a
villainous enemy and is put on trial for murder!

Island of the Blue
Dolphins by Scott
O'Dell

Karana, an Indian girl, lives happily with her
people on the Island of the Blue Dolphins. It is
an island in the Pacific that gets its name from
its beautiful shape from above it looks like a
dolphin lying on its side, "with its tail pointing
toward sunrise," sunning itself in the sea.
Around it blue dolphins swim, otters play, and
sea elephants and sea birds thrive, Karana's
people live in harmony among the other
animals on and around the island as they have
for generations. Her father is the chief of the
village. And then one day a boat comes
captained by a Russian man, who "looked at
the little harbor as though it already belonged
to him." The captain and his crew wish to hunt
sea otter on their own terms. Their disregard
for the ways of the Indians leads to bloody
consequences, and Karana's family is
destroyed, and eventually with the arrival of
more white men, the entire community
disappears from the island, save Karana.

For years she lives on the island alone, using
the skills of her people to survive. For the first
time, she modifies the skills only the men of
her village had mastered. She makes a fence
from the ribs of a whale. She builds a house.
Eventually she becomes comfortable alone.
She befriends one of the wild dogs, and the
blue dolphins still give her strength. But she
will not be alone for much longer.

Old Yeller by Fred
Gipson

The big, ugly, yellow dog showed up out of
nowhere one night and stole a whole side of
hanging pork, and when Travis went for him
the next morning that dog started yelling like
a baby before he was touched. Then he got
into the spring water with five-year-old Arliss,
Travis took an easy hate to Old Yeller, as they
started to call him; in fact, he would have
driven him off or killed him if it hadn't been for
brother Arliss' loud and violent protests, So
Yeller stayed, and Travis soon found he
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couldn't have got along without him. Pa and
Ma and Travis and Arliss lived on Birdsong
Creek in the Texas hill country. It wasn't an
easy life, but they had a snug cabin that Pa
had built himself, and they had their own hogs
and their own cattle, and they grew most of
what else they needed. The only thing they
and the rest of the settlers lacked that year in
the late 1860's was cash, so the men decided
to get together and drive all the cattle up to
the new market in Abilene, Kansas, more than
six hundred miles away. Travis was only
fourteen, but he was proud of his new role as
man of the family and determined to live up to
his responsibility. It was hard work, too,
plowing until his legs ached, chopping wood
until his hands were raw and his head was
spinning, weeding the garden in the hot sun,
toting the heavy buckets tip from the spring,
and trying to keep his mischievous little
brother in line. But there were pleasant
moments, too: his Ma treating him like a man,
and deer hunting in the early-morning
stillness, and hot summer nights out in the
corn patch under the stars with Old Yeller,
trying to keep the coons and skunks out of the
winter food supply. And there was plenty of
excitement, like the fight between the two
bulls, and the time Arliss nearly got mauled by
the bear, and trying to catch and mark the new
hogs. Here the suspense and excitement reach
a peak, only to be topped a few pages later
when the crazy-sick loafer wolf goes for Ma.
Both times it is Yeller who saves them, only the
second time it is not lucky for Yeller, as Travis
comes to find out. And in finding out, Travis
learns just how much he has come to love that
big ugly dog, and he learns something about
the pain of life, too.

Crispin: The Cross
of Lead by Avi

In fourteenth-century England a nameless
thirteen-year-old peasant boy, who thought
he had little to lose, finds himself with even
less. Accused of a crime he did not commit, he
has been declared a "wolf's head," meaning
that anyone can kill him on sight. "Asta's son"
learns from the village priest that his Christian
name is Crispin and that his parents' origins —
and fates — might be more complex than he
ever imagined. To remain alive the boy must
flee his tiny village — the only world he's ever
known — taking with him his mother's cross of
lead.

25
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Peak by Roland
Smith

When fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello's long-
lost father presents the opportunity for them
to summit Everest together, Peak doesn't even
consider saying no--even though he suspects
there are a few strings attached. And if he
makes it to the top before his birthday, he'll be
the youngest person ever to stand above
29,000 feet. It's not a bad turn of events for a
guy who's been stuck in New York City with
only skyscrapers to (illegally) scale.

Here, in Peak's own words, is the exhilarating,
gut-wrenching story of what happened on that
climb to the top of the world--a climb that
changed everything. Welcome to Mount
Everest,

30

Historical Fiction-
Holocaust

Twenty and Ten by

| Claire Huchet

Bishop

630L
O, P

Looking for a story about courage to read to
your child? One that instills character by virtue
of its essence, and not by sermonizing? I
always am, and this old favorite (read to me
when I was nine) is luckily still in print.
During the Nazi occupation of France, twenty
ordinary French kids in a boarding school
agree to hide ten Jewish children Then
German soldiers arrive. Will the children be
able to withstand the interrogation and
harassment?

26

Snow Treasure by
Marie McSwigan

In 1940, the German army invades Norway and
12-year-old Peter Lundstrom's life is changed
forever. His father is the local banker and his
Uncle Victor is captain of a sea-worthy fishing
boat. They, along with the other leaders of
their community, conspire to aid Norway by
smuggling over nine million dollars worth of
the country's gold bullion to America, where it
will be safely kept out of the hands of the
German army. But first they must get the gold
from the town bank down the snow-covered
mountainside to the fjord (a narrow inlet of
the sea) below where Victor's fishing boat
awaits its valuable cargo. It is up to Peter and
the other children of the town to take to their
sleds and sneak the gold brick-by-brick past
German sentries.

The Germans think the children look innocent
enough, but one soldier, who speaks
Norwegian, seems aware that some plan is
afoot. Peter must create a diversion in order to
keep the Germans from discovering the entire
plot and he is captured in the process. His only

10
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hope for escape lies with his Uncle Victor and
a soldier dressed as a German, who might just
be on the side of Norway.

Snow Treasure is based on events that were
said to have actually taken place during World
War II. The book includes a brief account of a
Norwegian freighter that arrived in Baltimore
in 1940 with a cargo of gold bullion, reputedly
smuggled past the Germans by children on
their sleds. From this rumor, Mary McSwigan
tells a riveting tale of adventure and courage
that gives young readers a taste of life inside
the Artic circle, and simultaneously teaches an
exciting history lesson.

Prisoner B-3087 by
Alan Gratz

760L
R, S

As a Jewish boy in 1930s Poland, Yanek is at
the mercy of the Nazis who have taken over.
Everything he has, and everyone he loves, have
been snatched brutally from him. And then
Yanek himself is taken prisoner, his arm
tattooed with the words PRISONER B-3087. He
is forced from one nightmarish concentration
camp to another, as World War II rages all
around him. He encounters evil he could have
never imagined, but also sees surprising
glimpses of hope amid the horror. He just
barely escapes death, only to confront it again
seconds later. Can Yanek make it through the
terror without losing his hope, his will — and,
most of all, his sense of who he really is inside?
Based on an astonishing true story.

20

I Survived the Nazi
Invasion by Lauren
Tarshis

In this gripping new addition to the bestselling
I SURVIVED series, a young Jewish boy escapes
the ghetto and finds a group of resistance
fighters in the forests of Poland. Does he have
what it takes to survive the Nazis -- and fight
back?

20

Number the Stars
by Lois Lowry

Ten-year-old Annemarie and her best friend
Ellen often think of life before the war. It's now
1943, and their life is filled with school, food
shortages, and the Nazi soldiers marching
through town. When the Jews are "relocated,"
Ellen moves in with Annemarie's family and
pretends to be one of them, yet her life is still
in danger.

27

The Devil's
Arithmetic by Jane
Yolen

Hannah is tired of hearing about the Nazis
during the Holocaust, but when she opens the
door for Elijah at the Passover Seder, she is
transported in time to 1940s Poland, where
she is captured and put in a death camp. A girl
named Rivka befriends her, teaching her how
to fight the dehumanization of the camp and

20
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hold onto her identity

The Boy Who Dared
by Susan Campbell
Bartoletti

Just as the Nazis are rising to power, Helmut
Hubener, a German schoolboy, is caught up in
all the swashbuckling bravado of his time.

The handsome storm trooper uniforms, the
shiny jackboots and armbands, the rousing
patriotism - all serve to draw him into this
bright new world full of promise and hope.

In the beginning, Helmuth's patriotism is
unwavering. But every day the rights of people
all over Germany are diminishing. Jews are
threatened and their businesses are being
destroyed, the truth has been censored, and
danger lurks everywhere. Anybody can turn on
you. The world has turned upside down:
Patriotism means denouncing others, love
means to hate, and speaking out means
treason. Silence becomes everyone's guilty
secret. How much longer can Helmuth keep
silent?

Now Helmuth sits in a German prison, awaiting
his precarious fate. Told in flashback with
breathtaking suspense, this homage to an
extraordinary real life hero magnificently
explores one person's responsibility to
humanity, freedom, and truth.

20

_ Milkweed by Jerry
( Spinelli

He's a boy called Jew. Gypsy. Stop, thief. Runt.
Happy. Fast. Filthy son of Abraham.

He's a boy who lives in the streets of Warsaw.
He's a boy who steals food for himself and the
other orphans. He's a boy who believes in
bread, and mothers, and angels. He's a boy
who wants to be a Nazi some day, with tall
shiny jackboots and a gleaming Eagle hat of
his own. Until the day that suddenly makes
him change his mind. And when the trains
come to empty the Jews from the ghetto of
the damned, he's a boy who realizes it's safest
of all to be nobody.

10

Hokey Pokey by
| Jerry Spinelli

Hokey Pokey is a place and a time where
childhood is at its best. There are no adults in
Hokey Pokey, just kids playing games, riding
bikes, and having fun. But things begin to
change when one of the biggest kids, Jack, has
his beloved bike stolen. Suddenly Hokey Pokey
becomes a bit chaotic, and Jack feels different,
not like himself at all. He knows something big
is about to change, but he is not sure what
that something is.

20
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The Messenger by
Lois Lowry

For the past six years, Matty has lived in
Village and flourished under the guidance of
Seer, a blind man, known for his special sight.
Village was a place that welcomed newcomers,
but something sinister has seeped into Village
and the people have voted to close it to
outsiders. Matty has been invaluable as a
messenger. Now he must make one last
Journey through the treacherous forest with
his only weapon, a power he unexpectedly
discovers within himself.

20

The City of Ember
by Jeanne DuPrau

The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for
the human race. Two hundred years later, the
great lamps that light the city are beginning to
flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient
message, she's sure it holds a secret that will
save the city. She and her friend Doon must
decipher the message before the lights go out
on Ember forever!

20

Gathering Blue by
Lois Lowry

Kira, an orphan with a twisted leg, lives in a
world where the weak are cast aside. She fears
for her future but her skill at embroidery saves
her. Soon Kira realizes she's surrounded by
many mysteries and secrets. And no one must
know of her plans to uncover the truth about
her world and see what places exist beyond.

21

The Giver by Lois
Lowry

December is the time of the annual Ceremony
at which each twelve-year-old receives a life
assignment determined by the Elders. Jonas
watches his friend Fiona named Caretaker of
the Old and his cheerful pal Asher labeled the
Assistant Director of Recreation.

But Jonas has been chosen for something
special. When his selection leads him to an
unnamed man — the man called only the
Giver — he begins to sense the dark secrets
that underlie the fragile perfection of his
world.

27

Matched by Ally
Condie

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make
the right choices for her: what to read, what to
watch, what to believe. So when Xander's face
appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony,
Cassia knows with complete certainty that he
is her ideal mate...until she sees Ky Markham's
face flash for an instant before the screen
fades to black. The Society tells her it's a glitch,
a rare malfunction, and that she should focus
on the happy life she's destined to lead with
Xander. But Cassia can't stop thinking about
Ky, and as they slowly fall in love, she is faced
with an impossible choice: between the only

20
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life she's known and a path that no one else
has dared to follow.

Read Alouds

Walk Two Moons
by Sharon Creech

Unit: Family life

On a long car trip from Ohio to Idaho, 13-
year-old Salamanca Tree Hiddle tells her
grandparents about her friend Phoebe, who is
coping with the disappearance of her mother.
Beneath Phoebe's story is Sal's search for her
own mother, who left one sunny morning and
never returned.

Homecoming by
Cynthia Voigt

Unit: Survival

In Cynthia Voigt's first novel — and the
introduction to her Tillerman saga — the four
Tillerman children, abandoned by their
emotionally ill mother, travel on foot from
New England to their paternal grandmother's
Maryland farm in search of a place to call
home. Will great-aunt Cilla welcome them? Or
will they be caught by authorities and put in
foster homes?

The Boy in the
Striped Pajamas by
John Boyne

1080L

Unit: The Holocaust

Berlin, 1942: When Bruno returns home from
school one day, he discovers that his
belongings are being packed in crates. His
father has received a promotion and the family
must move from their home to a new house
far, far away, where there is no one to play
with and nothing to do. A tall fence running
alongside stretches as far as the eye can see
and cuts him off from the strange people he
can see in the distance.

But Bruno longs to be an explorer and decides
that there must be more to this desolate new
place than meets the eye. While exploring his
new environment, he meets another boy
whose life and circumstances are very different
to his own, and their meeting results in a
friendship that has devastating consequences.

Among the Hidden
by Margaret
Peterson Haddix

Unit: Dystopia

Luke has never been to school. He's never had
a birthday party, or gone to a friend's house
for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a
friend.

Luke is one of the shadow children, a third
child forbidden by the Population Police. He's
lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with a
new housing development replacing the
woods next to his family's farm, he is no
longer even allowed to go outside.

Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the
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window of a house where he knows two other
children already live. Finally, he's met a
shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk
everything to come out of the shadows. Does
Luke dare to become involved in her
dangerous plan? Can he afford not to?

The Sea of
| Monsters by Rick
| Riordan

Unit: Mythology
In this highly anticipated sequel to The

Lightning Thief, a magical tree protecting the
borders of Camp Half-Blood is poisoned.
Thirteen-year-old Percy Jackson, Annabeth
Chase, and their new friend Tyson set out to
find the one item that can save the camp. The
trio must survive cyclopses, man-eating sheep,
sirens, and giant cannibals for Camp Half-
Blood to have any chance at a future.




